
intro:

The legend of Liang Shanbo and Zhu Yingtai is set in the Eastern Jin dynasty (317–

420 AD) with the feudal society of China, they were recognized as the butterfly 

lovers and their story was described as a narrative that offers unique literary and 

cultural tropes about gender and emotion (Sookja Cho, 2018), by portraying the 

theme of young love in the face of adversity and reveals the traditional idea of 

female virtue culture.

According to a new report by the Chinese government, women in China are still 

at a great disadvantage in many areas, from birth ratio to politics and unpaid 

care work.  (Zuo, 2020). Gender has been a sensitive issue for decades, people 

came up terms like “feminism”, “matriarchy”, “female-dominated” and so on, 

but somehow, those concepts have become increasingly biased and aggressive 

in modern society, which causes a huge amount of confusion today. 

This journal is not going to be a critical judgement of history, but an exploration 

through gender stereotypes and social inequality in terms of historical 

development. Meanwhile, to point out that any movement for woman’s right are 

for equality not hate and female superiority.

For my visual outputs, I explored various liquid forms to express the power and 

beauty of females. I used watercolor as my main development direction because I 

felt the reflection of the transparent pigment against the white background looks 

uniquely soft but powerful, and how it responds on paper really fits my theme. It 

echos to what we say in Chinese “刚柔并济之美“ - the beauty of rigidness and 

softness, which is commonly used to describe modern women nowadays.

My color palette was based on the butterfly lovers art series, since pink and blue 

was commonly used in their paintings and illustrations, so I extracted a “Lotus 

Pink” and “Moonlight Blue”and innovated some modern styles on Photoshop 

based on their current theme, like gradients, saturation, and color blend 

techniques. 

For my materials, I did some experiments with watercolor, by adding 

supplementary materials, like salt, plastic film, and detergent to see how it will 

react on paper. After different attempts on it, I combined those textures to some 

chosen female portraits on Unsplash, the main purpose is to connect ancient 

features and modern techniques, by utilizing Photoshop’s blending modes, 

gradients, and illustrations to integrate with a contemporary style. 
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